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1
HYPERSPECTRAL IMAGING SYSTEMS AND
METHODS FOR IMAGING A REMOTE
OBJECT

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/726,650 filed on Nov. 15, 2012 and
entitled “Hyperspectral Imaging System and Method for
Imaging a Remote Object”. The contents of this document are
hereby incorporated by reference herein.

RELATED PATENT APPLICATION

This application is related to a previously filed U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/555,428 filed on Jul. 23, 2012 and
entitled “Hyperspectral Imaging System and Method for
Imaging a Remote Object”. The contents of'this related patent
application are hereby incorporated by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a hyperspectral imaging
system and a method for providing a hyperspectral image of
an area of a remote object (e.g., scene of interest). In one
aspect, the hyperspectral imaging system includes at least one
optic, arotatable disk (which has at least one spiral slit formed
therein), a spectrometer, a two-dimensional image sensor,
and a controller. In another aspect, the hyperspectral imaging
system includes at least one optic, a rotatable disk (which has
multiple straight slits formed therein), a spectrometer, a two-
dimensional image sensor, and a controller. In yet another
aspect, the hyperspectral imaging system includes at least one
optic, a rotatable drum (which has a plurality of slits formed
in the outer surface thereof and a fold mirror located therein),
a spectrometer, a two-dimensional image sensor, and a con-
troller.

BACKGROUND

The traditional hyperspectral imaging system typically has
an imaging lens which forms an image of a remote object of
interest onto a fixed slit which is followed by a spectrometer.
The spectrometer may be configured as an Offner spectrom-
eter, a Dyson spectrometer, or any one of several other types
of spectrometers. However, the hyperspectrometer architec-
ture with the fixed slit is limited to forming a hyperspectral of
a single line of light from the remote object. In addition, the
hyperspectrometer architecture with the fixed slit is limited to
filling only those pixels on the image sensor that correspond
to the spectra of the fixed slit. There are currently two known
techniques for extending the hyperspectral image from a
single line of light from the remote object to a two dimen-
sional area of the remote object. The first known technique
involves moving the entire hyperspectral imaging system in a
direction perpendicular to the fixed slit and synchronizing the
image taking with that motion to obtain the hyperspectral
image of an area of the remote object. This technique is often
called the “push broom” method. The second known tech-
nique involves placing a rotating mirror in front of the imag-
ing lens and then synchronizing the image taking with the
rotation of the mirror to obtain the hyperspectral image of an
area ofthe remote object. Although the traditional hyperspec-
tral imaging system and these known techniques for obtaining
the hyperspectral image of an area of the remote object may
work well in some applications it is still desirable to develop
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2

new hyperspectral imaging systems that can be used to obtain
the hyperspectral image of an area of the remote object.

SUMMARY

Hyperspectral imaging systems and methods for providing
a hyperspectral image of an area of a remote object have been
described in the independent claims of the present applica-
tion. Advantageous embodiments of the hyperspectral imag-
ing systems and the methods for providing a hyperspectral
image of an area of a remote object have been described in the
dependent claims.

In one aspect of the present invention, there is a hyperspec-
tral imaging system (and an associated method) for providing
a hyperspectral image of a two-dimensional area of a remote
object. The hyperspectral imaging system comprising: (a) at
least one optic configured to receive light associated with the
remote object; (b) a disk with a spiral slit formed therein,
where the disk comprises a surface configured to receive the
light from the at least one optic, and where the surface is
further positioned at an image plane of the at least one optic;
(c) an actuator that rotates the disk; (d) a controller configured
to control the actuator such that the disk is rotated so a first
portion of the spiral slit is positioned to allow a first line of
light associated with the remote object to pass there through;
(e) a spectrometer comprising at least a dispersion device
configured to receive the first line of light and output a first
dispersed line of light; (f) a two-dimensional image sensor
configured to receive the first dispersed line of light and
provide a first two dimensional image of the first dispersed
line of light; (g) the controller configured to obtain the first
two dimensional image and to control the actuator such that
the disk is rotated so a second portion of the spiral slit is
positioned to allow a second line of light associated with the
remote object to pass there through; (h) the spectrometer
comprising at least the dispersion device configured to
receive the second line of light and output a second dispersed
line of light; (i) the two-dimensional image sensor configured
to receive the second dispersed line of light and provide a
second two dimensional image of the second dispersed line of
light; (j) the controller configured to obtain the second two
dimensional image; and (k) the controller repeatedly controls
the actuator such that the disk is rotated so different portions
of spiral slit are positioned to allow different lines of light
associated with the light of the remote object to pass there
through while repeatedly obtaining two dimensional images
of the different dispersed lines of light from the two-dimen-
sional image sensor and combining the first and second two
dimensional images and the different two dimensional
images to provide the hyperspectral image of the two-dimen-
sional area of the remote object.

In another aspect of the present invention, there is a hyper-
spectral imaging system (and an associated method) for pro-
viding a hyperspectral image of a two-dimensional area of a
remote object. The hyperspectral imaging system compris-
ing: (a) at least one optic configured to receive light associ-
ated with the remote object; (b) a disk with a plurality of
straight slits formed therein, where the disk comprises a sur-
face configured to receive the light from the at least one
foreoptic, and where the surface is further positioned at an
image plane of the at least one optic; (c) an actuator that
rotates the disk; (d) a controller configured to control the
actuator such that the disk is rotated so a first straight slit of the
plurality of straight slits is positioned to allow a first line of
light associated with the remote object to pass there through;
(e) a spectrometer comprising at least a dispersion device
configured to receive the first line of light and output a first
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dispersed line of light; (f) a two-dimensional image sensor
configured to receive the first dispersed line of light and
provide a first two dimensional image of the first dispersed
line of light; (g) the controller configured to obtain the first
two dimensional image and control the actuator such that the
disk is rotated so a second straight slit of the plurality of
straight slits is positioned to allow a second line of light
associated with the remote object to pass there through; (h)
the spectrometer comprising at least the dispersion device
configured to receive the second line of light and output a
second dispersed line of light; (i) the two-dimensional image
sensor configured to receive the second dispersed line of light
and provide a second two dimensional image of the second
dispersed line of light; (j) the controller configured to obtain
the second two dimensional image; and (k) the controller
repeatedly controls the actuator such that the disk is rotated so
different straight slits of the plurality of straight slits are
positioned to allow different lines of light associated with the
light of the remote object to pass there through while repeat-
edly obtaining two dimensional images of the different dis-
persed lines of light from the two-dimensional image sensor
and combining the first and second two dimensional images
and the different two dimensional images to provide the
hyperspectral image of the two-dimensional area of the
remote object.

In yet another aspect of the present invention, there is a
hyperspectral imaging system (and an associated method) for
providing a hyperspectral image of a two-dimensional area of
a remote object. The hyperspectral imaging system compris-
ing: (a) at least one optic configured to receive light associ-
ated with the remote object; (b) a drum with at least one slit
formed in a surface thereof and a fold mirror located therein,
where the rotating drum has an opening on one side thereof
through which the light from the at least one optic passes and
is reflected by the fold mirror towards an inner portion of the
surface, and where the inner portion of the surface is posi-
tioned at an image plane of the at least one optic; (¢) an
actuator that rotates the drum; (d) a controller configured to
control the actuator such that the drum is rotated so a first slit
of'the at least one slit is positioned to allow a first line of light
associated with the remote object to pass there through; (e) a
spectrometer comprising at least a dispersion device config-
ured to receive the first line of light and output a first dispersed
line oflight; (f) a two-dimensional image sensor configured to
receive the first dispersed line of light and provide a first two
dimensional image of the first dispersed line of light; (g) the
controller configured to obtain the first two dimensional
image and control the actuator such that the drum is rotated so
the first slit of the at least one slit is positioned to allow a
second line of light associated with the remote object to pass
there through; (h) the spectrometer comprising at least the
dispersion device configured to receive the second line of
light and output a second dispersed line of light; (i) the two-
dimensional image sensor configured to receive the second
dispersed line of light and provide a second two dimensional
image of the second dispersed line of light; (j) the controller
configured to obtain the second two dimensional image; and
(k) the controller repeatedly controls the actuator such that
the drum is rotated so the first slit of the at least one slit is
positioned to allow different lines of light associated with the
light of the remote object to pass there through while repeat-
edly obtaining two dimensional images of the different dis-
persed lines of light from the two-dimensional image sensor
and combining the first and second two dimensional images
and the different two dimensional images to provide the
hyperspectral image of the two-dimensional area of the
remote object.
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Additional aspects of the invention will be set forth, in part,
in the detailed description, figures and any claims which
follow, and in part will be derived from the detailed descrip-
tion, or can be learned by practice of the invention. It is to be
understood that both the foregoing general description and
the following detailed description are exemplary and
explanatory only and are not restrictive of the invention as
disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the present invention
may be had by reference to the following detailed description
when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating the basic components of an
exemplary hyperspectral imaging system which has a scan-
nable slit mechanism in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 2A-2B are several diagrams illustrating an exem-
plary hyperspectral imaging system in which the scannable
slit mechanism is a disk (which has at least one spiral slit
formed therein) and an actuator that rotates the disk about an
axis in accordance with a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2C is a flowchart illustrating the steps of an exemplary
method for providing a hyperspectral image of a two-dimen-
sional area of a remote object using the hyperspectral imaging
system shown in FIGS. 2A-2B in accordance with the first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 3A-3B are several diagrams illustrating an exem-
plary hyperspectral imaging system in which the scannable
slit mechanism is a disk (which has multiple straight slits
formed therein) and an actuator that rotates the disk about an
axis in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3C is a flowchart illustrating the steps of an exemplary
method for providing a hyperspectral image of a two-dimen-
sional area of a remote object using the hyperspectral imaging
system shown in FIGS. 3A-3B in accordance with the second
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 4A-4B are several diagrams illustrating an exem-
plary hyperspectral imaging system in which the scannable
slit mechanism is a rotating drum (which has at least one
straight slit in a surface thereof and a fold mirror located
therein) and an actuator that rotates the drum about axis in
accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 4C is a flowchart illustrating the steps of an exemplary
method for providing a hyperspectral image of a two-dimen-
sional area of a remote object using the hyperspectral imaging
system shown in FIGS. 4A-4B in accordance with the third
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, there is a diagram illustrating the basic
components of an exemplary hyperspectral imaging system
100 configured for providing a hyperspectral image 102 of an
area of a remote object 104 in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention. The hyperspectral imaging
system 100 includes one or more optic(s) 106, a scannable slit
mechanism 108, a spectrometer 110, a two-dimensional
image sensor 112, and a controller 114. The spectrometer 110
may be an Officer spectrometer (shown), a Dyson spectrom-
eter or any one of other well known spectrometers which
contain a dispersion device 116. For instance, the spectrom-



US 9,200,958 B2

5

eter 110 may contain a dispersion device 116 configured as a
prism 116 which corresponds to a refractive based spectral
imaging assembly. Or, the spectrometer 110 may contain a
dispersion device 116 configured as a diffraction grating 116
which corresponds to a diffractive based spectral imaging
assembly (shown). Furthermore, the hyperspectral imaging
system 100 may include a housing 118 which encloses and
supports the optic(s) 106, the scannable slit mechanism 108,
the spectrometer 110, and the two-dimensional image sensor
112. In this example, the controller 114 is shown as being
positioned outside of the housing 118 but is still operatively
coupled to the optic(s) 106 (in order to focus the optic(s) 106),
the scannable slit mechanism 108, and the two-dimensional
image sensor 112. The hyperspectral imaging system 100 can
incorporate other components which are well known to those
skilled in the art but for clarity only those components 106,
108,110,112, 114, 116, and 118 which are needed to explain
the present invention will be discussed in detail herein.

The hyperspectral imaging system 100 is positioned such
that the optic(s) 106 receive light 1154 from the remote object
104 and are configured to direct focused light 11556 which
represents an image 107 of the remote object 104 on the
scannable slit mechanism 108. The scannable slit mechanism
108 is positioned such that the surface 109 which receives the
light 1155 from the optic(s) 106 is placed at an image plane of
the optic(s) 106. The scannable slit mechanism 108 receives
the light 1155 and provides at least one first line of light 115¢
to the spectrometer 110. In this example, the spectrometer
110 is configured as an Offner spectrometer and includes a
first mirror 122 that receives the at least one first line of light
115¢ from the scannable slit mechanism 108 and reflects the
at least one first line of light 1154 to the diffraction grating
116 which directs at least one diffracted light 115¢ to a sec-
ondary mirror 124 which reflects the at least one diffracted
light 115f to the two-dimensional image sensor 112. The
two-dimensional image sensor 112 generates a two-dimen-
sional image 117a of the at least one diffracted light 115f

The controller 114 receives and stores the two-dimensional
image 117a and then interacts with the scannable slit mecha-
nism 108 such that it is reconfigured to provide at least one
different line of light 115¢g from the remote object 104 to the
spectrometer 110. The spectrometer’s first mirror 122
receives the at least one different line of light 115g from the
scannable slit mechanism 108 and reflects the at least one
different line of light 115/ to the diffraction grating 116
which directs at least one diffracted light 115/ to a secondary
mirror 124 which reflects the at least one diffracted light 1157
to the two-dimensional image sensor 112. The two-dimen-
sional image sensor 112 generates a two-dimensional image
11756 of the at least one diffracted light 115;. The controller
114 receives and stores the two-dimensional image 1176 of
the diffracted light 1157 from the two-dimensional image
sensor 112. Thereafter, the controller 114 interacts with the
scannable slit mechanism 108 and the two-dimensional
image sensor 112 in a similar manner to obtain different
two-dimensional images 117¢, 1174 . . . 117r associated with
different lines of light from the remote object 104 (note: the
different lines of light 115¢, 115g etc. . . . are typically
contiguous to one another and when combined would repre-
sent the entire imaged area of the remote object 104). The
controller 114 combines the two-dimensional images 117a,
1175,117¢ . . . 117n to provide the hyperspectral image 102
of an area of the remote object 104. A detailed discussion
about the configuration and operation of several different
embodiments of the hyperspectral imaging system 100 incor-
porating several different types of scannable slit mechanisms
108 is provided below with respect to FIGS. 2-4.
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Referring to FIGS. 2A-2B, there several diagrams illustrat-
ing the hyperspectral imaging system 100a in which the scan-
nable slit mechanism 108 is a disk 202 with at least one spiral
slit 204 (three spiral slits 204a, 2045, and 204¢ are shown in
this example) formed therein and an actuator 206 that rotates
the disk 202 about axis 208 in accordance with a first embodi-
ment of the present invention. The hyperspectral imaging
system 100q includes the optic(s) 106, the rotating disk 202,
the actuator 206, the spectrometer 110 (which includes at
least an dispersion device 116), the two-dimensional image
sensor 112, the controller 114, and the housing 118 (not
shown). It should be appreciated that the optic(s) 106, the disk
202, the spectrometer 110 (dispersion 116), and the two-
dimensional image sensor 112 would be positioned with
respect to one another such that the light rays would be
properly directed from one component to another component.
However, to help explain the various features of the hyper-
spectral imaging system 110a the orientations of the optic(s)
106 with respect to the disk’s surface 209 have been changed.
For instance, the disk’s surface 209 would in practice be
facing the major surfaces of the optic(s) 106 rather than facing
the reader as shown. And, the plane of rotation of the disk 202
on axis 208 would be perpendicular to the reader.

As shown in FIGS. 2A-2B, there is an example where the
hyperspectral imaging system 100q is configured such that
the disk 202 has a first portion 209, of the spiral slit 204a in
one position “p1” at a first time “t1” (see FIG. 2A) and then
another portion 209, of the spiral slit 2044 is in position “p1”
at a second time “t2” (see FIG. 2B). In FIG. 2A, the hyper-
spectral imaging system 100« is positioned at the first time
“t1” such that the optic(s) 106 receives light 115a associated
with the remote object 104 and directs focused light 11554
which represents an image 107 of the remote object 104 on
the disk 202. In particular, the controller 114 would have
interacted with the actuator 206 to rotate the disk 202 on the
axis 208 such that a first portion 209, of the spiral slit 204a is
in position “p1” at the first time “t1”. At time “t1”, the first
portion 2094 of the spiral slit 2044 is positioned at or near an
image plane of the optic(s) 106 so as to pass a first line of light
115¢ associated with the image 107 to the spectrometer 110
which is received by the dispersion element 116 by way of,
for example, the first mirror 122 (see FIG. 1). Again, the
spectrometer 110 can be any well known spectrometer 110
which has a dispersion device 116 (e.g., prism 116, diffrac-
tion grating 116). The dispersion device 116 generates dis-
persed light 115¢ which is received by the two-dimensional
image sensor 112 by way of, for example, the second mirror
124 (see FIG. 1). The two-dimensional image sensor 112
generates a two-dimensional image 117a which includes one
axis 210a representing the spatial information of the dis-
persed light 115¢ (e.g., the zero order image of a diffracted
light 115e—ifthe diffraction grating 116 is used) and another
axis 2105 representing the spectral information of the dis-
persed light 115e (e.g., non-zero order images of the dif-
fracted light 115e—if'the diffraction grating 116 is used). The
controller 114 receives and stores the two-dimensional image
1174 and interacts with the actuator 206 to rotate the disk 202
such that a second portion 209, the spiral slit 204a is in
position “p1” at time “t2” to pass a different line of light 115¢
associated with the image 107 from the remote object 104 to
the spectrometer 110 as discussed next.

In FIG. 2B, the hyperspectral imaging system 100a is
shown configured at the second time “t2” where the controller
114 interacted with the actuator 206 to rotate the disk 202
such that the second portion 209, of the spiral slit 2044 is in
position “p1” at time “t2” so as to pass a second line of light
115g associated with the image 107 of the remote object 104
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into the spectrometer 110 which is received by the dispersion
device 116 by way of, for example, the first mirror 122 (FIG.
1). As can be seen, the first line of light 115¢ is contiguous or
substantially contiguous with the second line of light 115¢g
associated with the image 107 of the remote object 104. The
dispersion device 116 generates dispersed light 115; which is
received by the two-dimensional image sensor 112 by way of,
for example, the second mirror 124 (FIG. 1). The two-dimen-
sional image sensor 112 generates a two-dimensional image
1175 which includes one axis 210a representing the spatial
information of the dispersed light 115/ (e.g., the zero order
image of a diffracted light 115;/—ifthe diffraction grating 116
is used) and another axis 2104 representing the spectral infor-
mation of the dispersed light 115i (e.g., non-zero order
images of the diffracted light 115;/—if the diffraction grating
116 is used). The controller 114 receives and stores the two-
dimensional image 11754. Thereafter, the controller 114 inter-
acts with actuator 206 to rotate the disk 202 at different times
“3”, “t4” . . . “tn” so that the remaining portions 209;,
209, ...209, ofthe spiral slit 2044 are sequentially located in
position “p1” while at times “t3”, “t4” . . . “tn” the two-
dimensional image sensor 112 is activated to obtain different
two-dimensional images 117¢,117d . . . 117n of the different
lines of dispersed light of remote object 104. The controller
114 combines the two-dimensional images 117a, 1175,
117¢ . . . 117n to provide the hyperspectral image 102a of the
entire image 107 associated with an area of the remote object
104. In this example, each two-dimensional image 1174,
117b, 117¢ . . . 117n corresponds to a different line of dis-
persed light 115¢, 115; etc. . . . and the lines of dispersed light
115¢, 115i etc. . . . are contiguous with one another such than
when their respective spectral images are combined the
resulting combination forms the hyperspectral image 102a
which represents the image 107 of the area of the remote
object 104.

The same process used to obtain the hyperspectral image
102a of the area of the remote object 104 using the first spiral
slit 204a would be repeated to obtain a hyperspectral image
1024 of the area of the remote object 104 using the second
spiral slit 2045 and then repeated to obtain a hyperspectral
image 102¢ of the area of the remote object 104 using the third
spiral slit 204¢. Hence, the disk 202 having three spirals slits
204a, 2045, and 204c¢ enables three different hyperspectral
images 102a, 1025 and 102¢ of the same image 107 of the
area of the remote object 104 to be obtained per a single 360°
rotation of the disk 202. In this example, the combined widths
of'the different portions 209,209, 209, 209, . . . 209, of the
first spiral slit 204a would be equal to or larger than a width
211 ofthe image 107 of the remote object 104. And, the height
of each of the different portions 209,, 209,, 209, 209, . ..
209,, of the first spiral slit 204a would be equal to or larger
than a height 213 of the image 107 of the remote object 104.
The second spiral slit 2045 and the third spiral slit 204¢ would
typically have the same width and height as the first spiral slit
204a.

In this example, the controller 114 is able to obtain the
different two-dimensional images 1174, 1175, 117¢ .. . 117n
which are combined to form one hyperspectral image 102a by
using the first spiral slit 204a during a 120° rotation of the disk
202. Plus, the controller 114 obtains different two-dimen-
sional images which are combined to form two hyperspectral
images 1025 and 102¢ by using the second spiral slit 2045 and
the third spiral slit 204¢ during the remaining 240° rotation of
the disk 202. Alternatively, if the disk 202 only had one spiral
slit 204 then the controller 114 would provide one hyperspec-
tral image of the remote object 104 per a single rotation of the
disk 202. Likewise, if the disk 202 had two spiral slits then the
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controller 114 would provide two hyperspectral images of the
remote object 104 per a single rotation of the disk 202. In any
case, the controller 114 can obtain the two-dimensional
images 117a, 1175, 117¢ . . . 117r at any desired data rate but
typically it might be after the respective spiral slit 204a, 2045
and 204c¢ has been rotated enough so that it’s image (respec-
tive line of light from the image 107) on the two-dimensional
image sensor 112 has moved laterally by one pixel.

In the aforementioned example, the spiral slits 204a, 2045
and 204c¢ are separated from one another far enough such that
the image 107 of the remote object 104 is located in only one
of the spiral slits 204a, 2045 or 204¢ at any given time. In
other words, the image 107 could be entirely located in space
between the spiral slits 204a and 2045, or between the spiral
slits 2045 and 204c, or between the spiral slits 204a and 204c.
To accomplish this, the disk 202 and in particular the spiral
slits 204a, 20456 and 204c¢ formed on the interior portion
thereof are positioned based on the specific size and location
of'the image 107 which will eventually be formed by the fore
optic(s) 106. In particular, the disk 202 may have a specific
diameter and the image 107 will have a predetermined width
211 and height 213 on a specific location on the surface 209
of the disk 202. Plus, the spiral slits 204a, 2045 and 204c¢
would each have one end 2204, 2205 and 220c¢ that is located
apredetermined distance “1” from the edge of the disk 202 so
as to be aligned with one end 222 of the image 107. In
addition, the spiral slits 204a, 2045 and 204¢ would each have
an opposite end 224a, 2245 and 224c¢ that is located a prede-
termined distance “2” from the edge of the disk 202 so as to be
aligned with an opposite end 226 of the image 107. In other
words, each spiral slit 204a, 2045 and 204c¢ is sized such that
the difference between distances “1” and “2” which relates to
the distance between their respective ends 220a-224a, 2205-
224b and 222¢-224¢ with respect to the outer edge of the disk
202 is the same as or larger than the width 211 of the image
107 of the remote object 104.

Alternatively, the spiral slits 204a, 2045, and 204¢ can be
positioned with respect to one another such that any two of the
spiral slits 204a and 2045 (for example) at a given time can
each have a portion which simultaneously passes a different
line of light from the image 107 of the remote object 104 into
the spectrometer 110. In this case, the controller 114 upon
receiving the corresponding two-dimensional image from the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 would have to process the
two-dimensional image to separate the two-dimensional
image associated with first spiral slit 204a from the two-
dimensional image associated with second spiral slit 2045.
Then, the controller 114 would combine the various two-
dimensional images associated with only the first spiral slit
204a to form the hyperspectral image 102a and combine the
various two-dimensional images associated only the second
spiral slit 2045 to form the hyperspectral image 1025.

Referring to FIG. 2C, there is a flowchart illustrating the
steps of an exemplary method 200C for using the hyperspec-
tral imaging system 100q to provide the hyperspectral image
102 of the two-dimensional area 107 of the remote object 104
in accordance with the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The method comprises the steps of: (a) providing the
hyperspectral imaging system 100a which includes the
optic(s) 106, the rotatable disk 202 (with at least one spiral slit
204 formed therein), the actuator 206, the spectrometer 110
(which includes at least an dispersion device 116), the two-
dimensional image sensor 112, and the controller 114 (step
202C); (b) positioning the optic(s) 106 to receive light 1154
associated with the remote object 104 (step 204C); (c) con-
trolling the actuator 206 such that the disk 202 is rotated so a
first portion 209, of the spiral slit 204 is positioned to allow a
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first line of light 115¢ associated with the remote object 104 to
pass there through to the spectrometer 110 comprising at least
a dispersion device 116 configured to receive the first line of
light 115¢ and output a first dispersed line of light 115e to the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 206C); (d) obtaining
a two dimensional image 117a of the first dispersed line of
light 115e from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step
208C); (e) controlling the actuator 206 such that the disk 202
is rotated so a second portion 209, of the spiral slit 204 is
positioned to allow a second line of light 115g associated with
the remote object 104 to pass there through to the spectrom-
eter 110 comprising at least the dispersion device 116 con-
figured to receive the second line of light 115g and output a
second dispersed line of light 115/ to the two-dimensional
image sensor 112 (step 210C); (f) obtaining a two dimen-
sional image 1175 of the second dispersed line of light 115/
from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 212C); and
(g) repeatedly controlling the actuator 206 such that the disk
202 is rotated so different portions 2095, 209, . . . 209, of the
spiral slit 204 are positioned to allow different lines of light
associated with the light 107 of the remote object 104 to pass
there through while repeatedly obtaining two dimensional
images 117¢,117d . . . 117x» of the different dispersed lines of
light from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 and com-
bining the first and second two dimensional images 117a and
1176 and the different two dimensional images 117c,
117d . . . 117x to provide the hyperspectral image 102 of the
two-dimensional area of the remote object 104 (step 214C).
In one example, the controller 114 can control the actuator
206 to rotate the disk 202 at a continuous constant speed while
obtaining the first and second two dimensional images 117«
and 1175 and the different two dimensional images 117¢,
117d . . . 117n. In the above example, the controller 114 may
include a processor 115 that interfaces with a memory 117
which stores processor-executable instructions to execute
those processor-executable instructions to perform steps
204C, 206C, 208C, 210C, 212C, and 214C.

If desired, the scanning disk 202 and actuator 206 could be
added to existing designs without significant impact to the
system’s size. Plus, the resulting enhanced system (i.e., the
hyperspectral imaging system 100a) would provide nearly
100% scan efficiency. Other traditional scanning systems like
galvo driven scanners that incorporate a scan mirror in front
of the fore optic, requires feedback from a scan device to
know which line in the remote object is being passed to the
spectrometer. However, in the hyperspectral imaging system
100q ifthe two-dimensional image sensor 112 is large enough
to image the zero order image and the diffracted image then
the location of the zero order image can provide this infor-
mation (i.e., which line in the remote object is being passed to
the spectrometer) without requiring feedback from some scan
device. Additionally, the traditional galvo driven scanners are
a source of vibration and can have higher power requirements
when compared to the constant speed rotational disk 202 used
in the hyperspectral imaging system 100a. Further, traditional
polygon scanners would typically have poor scan efficiency,
additional reflective surfaces, and when positioned between
the foreoptic and the remote object would require significant
increase in system size when compared to the size of the
hyperspectral imaging system 100q. In the present invention,
the disk 202 could be produced with conventional litho-
graphic techniques (chrome on glass for a visible-short wave
infrared (SWIR) application as an example). The disk 202
could also be produced in a metal substrate using the pro-
cesses defined in the co-assigned U.S. Pat. No. 7,697,137 (the
contents of which are incorporated by reference herein).
Finally, the disk 202 would be driven by a simple motor 206
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(actuator 206) and no speed control or angular position device
is required. However, the axial position of the disk 202 needs
to be nominally controlled and positioned to be within the
depth of focus of the fore optic(s) 106.

Referring to FIGS. 3A-3B, there several diagrams illustrat-
ing the hyperspectral imaging system 10056 in which the scan-
nable slit mechanism 108 is a disk 302 with multiple straight
slits 304 (ten straight slits 304a, 3045, 304¢,304d, 304, 304/,
304g, 304/, 304i, 304; are shown in this example) formed
therein and an actuator 306 that rotates the disk 302 about axis
308 in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention. The hyperspectral imaging system 1005 includes
the optic(s) 106, the rotating disk 302, the actuator 306, the
spectrometer 110 (which includes at least an dispersion
device 116), the two-dimensional image sensor 112, the con-
troller 114, and the housing 118 (not shown). It should be
appreciated that the optic(s) 106, the disk 302, the spectrom-
eter 110 (dispersion 116), and the two-dimensional image
sensor 112 would be positioned with respect to one another
such that the light rays would be properly directed from one
component to another component. However, to help explain
the various features of the hyperspectral imaging system 1105
the orientations of the optic(s) 106 with respect to the disk’s
surface 309 have been changed. For instance, the disk’s sur-
face 309 would in practice be facing the major surfaces of the
optic(s) 106 rather than facing the reader as shown. And, the
plane of rotation of the disk 302 on axis 308 would be per-
pendicular to the reader.

As shown in FIGS. 3A-3B, there is an example where the
hyperspectral imaging system 1005 is configured such that
the disk 302 has one straight slit 304« in one position “p1” at
a first time “t1” (see FIG. 3A) and then the disk 302 has the
next straight slit 3045 in position “p1” at a second time “t2”
(see FIG. 3B). In FIG. 3A, the hyperspectral imaging system
1005 is positioned at the first time “t1” such that the optic(s)
106 receives light 115a associated with the remote object 104
and directs focused light 11556 which represents an image 107
of the remote object 104 on the disk 302. In particular, the
controller 114 would have interacted with the actuator 306 to
rotate the disk 302 on the axis 308 such that the first straight
slit 3044 is in position “p1” at the first time “t1”. At time “t1”,
the first straight slit 304a is positioned at or near an image
plane of the optic(s) 106 so as to pass a first line of light 115¢
associated with the image 107 to the spectrometer 110 which
is received by the dispersion element 116 by way of, for
example, the first mirror 122 (see FIG. 1). Again, the spec-
trometer 110 can be any well known spectrometer 110 which
has a dispersion device 116 (e.g., prism 116, diffraction grat-
ing 116). The dispersion device 116 generates dispersed light
115¢ which is received by the two-dimensional image sensor
112 by way of, for example, the second mirror 124 (see FIG.
1). The two-dimensional image sensor 112 generates a two-
dimensional image 117a which includes one axis 310a rep-
resenting the spatial information of the dispersed light 115e
(e.g., the zero order image of a diffracted light 115¢—if the
diffraction grating 116 is used) and another axis 3105 repre-
senting the spectral information of the dispersed light 115¢
(e.g., non-zero order images of the diffracted light 115e—if
the diffraction grating 116 is used). The controller 114
receives and stores the two-dimensional image 117a and then
interacts with the actuator 306 to rotate the disk 302 such that
the second straight slit 3045 is in position “pl” at time “12” to
pass a different line of light 115g associated with the image
107 from the remote object 104 to the spectrometer 110 as
discussed next.

In FIG. 3B, the hyperspectral imaging system 1006 is
shown configured at the second time “t2” where the controller
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114 interacted with the actuator 306 to rotate the disk 302
such that the second straight slit 3044 is in position “p1” at
time “t2” so as to pass a second line of light 115g associated
with the image 107 of the remote object 104 into the spec-
trometer 110 which is received by the dispersion device 116
by way of, for example, the first mirror 122 (FIG. 1). As can
be seen, the first line of light 115c¢ is contiguous or substan-
tially contiguous with the second line of light 115g associated
with the image 107 of the remote object 104. The dispersion
device 116 generates dispersed light 115/ which is received
by the two-dimensional image sensor 112 by way of, for
example, the second mirror 124 (FIG. 1). The two-dimen-
sional image sensor 112 generates a two-dimensional image
1175 which includes one axis 210a representing the spatial
information of the dispersed light 115/ (e.g., the zero order
image of a diffracted light 115;/—ifthe diffraction grating 116
is used) and another axis 2104 representing the spectral infor-
mation of the dispersed light 115i (e.g., non-zero order
images of the diffracted light 115;/—if the diffraction grating
116 is used). The controller 114 receives and stores the two-
dimensional image 11754. Thereafter, the controller 114 inter-
acts with actuator 306 to rotate the disk 302 at different times
37, U7, U8, <167, “477, “18”, “19”, “t10” so that the remain-
ing straight slits 304¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 30474, 304,
3047 are sequentially located in position “p1” at times “t3”,
“t4”, “t5, “t6”, “t7”, “18”, “t9”, “t10” during which the con-
troller 114 interacts with the two-dimensional image sensor
112 to obtain different two-dimensional images 117¢, 1174,
117¢, 117f, 117g, 117k, 117i, 117j of the remote object 104.
The controller 114 combines the two-dimensional images
117a,1175,117¢,117d,117¢,117f,117g,1175,117i,117; to
provide the hyperspectral image 102 of the entire image 107
associated with an area of the remote object 104. In this
example, each two-dimensional image 117a, 1175, 117¢,
117d, 117e, 1171, 117g, 117k, 117i, 117; corresponds to a
different dispersed line of light 115¢, 115 etc. . . . and the
dispersed lines of light 115¢, 115i etc. . . . are contiguous with
one another such than when their respective spectral images
are combined the resulting combination forms the hyperspec-
tral image 102 associated with the entire image 107 of the area
of the remote object 104.

As can be seen, the disk 302 having the multiple straight
slits 304a, 3045, 304c¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3047, 304i,
3047 enables the generation of the hyperspectral image 102
which is associated with the image 107 of the area of the
remote object 104 to be obtained per a single 360° rotation of
the disk 202. In this example, the length of each of the straight
slits 304a, 3045, 304c¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3047, 304i,
304 would be equal to or larger than a width 211 of the image
107 ofthe remote object 104. And, the combined widths of the
straight slits 304a, 3045, 304¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3047,
304, 3047 would be equal to or larger than a height 213 of the
image 107 of the remote object 104. As shown, the straight
slits 304a, 3045, 304c¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3047, 304i,
304; would be positioned in an offset manner on the surface
309 of the disk 302 such that when the first straight slit 3024
is in position “p1” it would allow the first line of light 115¢
from the top portion of the image 107 to pass there through
and when the second straight slit 3025 is in position “p1” it
would allow the second line of light 115g from just below the
top portion of the image 107 to pass there through and so on
for the remaining straight slits 304¢, 3044, 304e, 304/, 304g,
3047, 304:, 304;. In this manner, after all of the straight slits
304a, 3045, 304c, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 304/, 304i, 304/
have been in position “p1” then all of the lines of light 115c¢,
115g etc. . . . which pass through them are contiguous to one
another such thatifall the lines of lights 115¢, 115getc. . . . are
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combined they would encompass the entire image 107. It
should be appreciated that any number of straight slits 304
could be formed on the disk 302, where each straight slit 304
would have the same or different widths so long as all of the
widths of the straight slits 304 when combined would be
equal to or larger than the height 213 of the image 107 of the
remote object 104.

In the aforementioned example, the controller 114 obtains
“snapshots” of the two-dimensional images 117a, 1175,
117¢, 117d, 117, 117, 117g, 117k, 117i, 117} when the
corresponding individual straight slits 304a, 3045, 304c,
3044, 304e, 3041, 304g, 304/, 3041, 3047 are in position “p1”
and aligned parallel with the two-dimensional image sensor
112. Hence, the controller 114 would obtain a “snapshot” of
each of the two-dimensional images 117a, 1175, 117¢, 1174,
117¢,117f, 117¢, 117k, 117i, 117 after rotating the disk 306
about the axis 308 for 36° and in between these 36° rotations
no data would be taken from the two-dimensional image
sensor 112. As a result, the hyperspectral imaging system
1005 does not have 100% scan efficiency since no data is
taken from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 when the
straight slits 304a, 3045, 304¢, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3047,
304i, 304; are not in position “p1”. The controller 114 can
obtain the “snapshots” of the two-dimensional images 1174,
1175,117¢,117d, 117¢,117f,117g, 117k, 1171, 117j without
having to stop the rotation of the disk 306 because the con-
troller 114 would interact with and take the data from the from
the two-dimensional image sensor 112 whenever the straight
slits 304a, 3045, 304c, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3044, 304i,
304; are in position “p1”.

Referring to FIG. 3C, there is a flowchart illustrating the
steps of an exemplary method 300C for using the hyperspec-
tral imaging system 1005 to provide the hyperspectral image
102 of the two-dimensional area 107 of the remote object 104
in accordance with the second embodiment of the present
invention. The method comprises the steps of: (a) providing
the hyperspectral imaging system 1005 which includes the
optic(s) 106, the rotatable disk 302 (with multiple straight
slits 304a, 3045, 304c, 304d, 304e, 3041, 304g, 3044, 304i,
304; (for example) formed therein), the actuator 306, the
spectrometer 110 (which includes at least an dispersion
device 116), the two-dimensional image sensor 112, and the
controller 114 (step 302C); (b) positioning the optic(s) 106 to
receive light 1154 associated with the remote object 104 (step
304C); (c) controlling the actuator 306 such that the disk 302
is rotated so a first straight slit 304a is positioned to allow a
firstline of light 115¢ associated with the remote object 104 to
pass there through to the spectrometer 110 comprising at least
the dispersion device 116 configured to receive the first line of
light 115¢ and output a first dispersed line of light 115e to the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 306C); (d) obtaining
a first two dimensional image 117a of the first dispersed line
of light 115¢ from the two-dimensional image sensor 112
(step 308C); (e) controlling the actuator 306 such that the disk
302 is rotated so a second straight slit 3045 is positioned to
allow a second line of light 115g associated with the remote
object 104 to pass there through to the spectrometer 110
comprising at least the dispersion device 116 configured to
receive the second line of light 115g and output a second
dispersed line of light 115/ to the two-dimensional image
sensor 112 (step 310C); (f) obtaining a second two dimen-
sional image 11754 of the second dispersed line of light 115¢g
from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 312C); and
(g) repeatedly controlling the actuator 306 such that the disc
disk 302 is rotated so different straight slits 304¢, 3044, 304e,
3047, 304g, 30474, 304i, 304/ (for example) are positioned to
allow different lines of light associated with the light 107 of
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the remote object 105 to pass there through while repeatedly
obtaining two dimensional images 117¢, 1174, 117¢, 117/,
117,117k, 117i, 117 of the different dispersed lines of light
from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 and combining
the first and second two dimensional images 1174 and 1176
and the different two dimensional images 117¢, 1174, 117e,
117f, 117¢g, 117k, 117i, 117 to provide the hyperspectral
image 102 of the two-dimensional area of the remote object
104 (step 314C). In one example, the controller 114 can
control the actuator 306 to rotate the disk 302 at a continuous
constant speed while obtaining the first and second two
dimensional images 117a and 1176 and the different two
dimensional images 117¢, 1174 . . . 117n. In the above
example, the controller 114 may include a processor 115 that
interfaces with a memory 117 which stores processor-execut-
able instructions to execute those processor-executable
instructions to perform steps 304C, 306C, 308C, 310C, 312C,
and 314C.

If desired, the scanning disk 302 and actuator 306 could be
added to existing designs without significant impact to the
system’s size. Plus, the resulting enhanced system (i.e., the
hyperspectral imaging system 1005) would provide close to
100% scan efficiency. Other traditional scanning systems like
galvo driven scanners that incorporate a scan mirror in front
of the fore optic, requires feedback from a scan device to
know which line in the remote object is being passed to the
spectrometer. However, in the hyperspectral imaging system
10064 if the two-dimensional image sensor 112 is large enough
to image the zero order image and the diffracted image then
the location of the zero order image can provide this infor-
mation (i.e., which line in the remote object is being passed to
the spectrometer) without requiring feedback from some scan
device. Additionally, the traditional galvo driven scanners are
a source of vibration and can have higher power requirements
when compared to the constant speed rotational disk 302 used
in the hyperspectral imaging system 1005. Further, traditional
polygon scanners would typically have poor scan efficiency,
additional reflective surfaces, and when positioned between
the foreoptic and the remote object would require a significant
increase in system size when compared to the size of the
hyperspectral imaging system 1005. In the present invention,
the disk 302 could be produced with conventional litho-
graphic techniques (chrome on glass for a visible-short wave
infrared (SWIR) application as an example). The disk 302
could also be produced in a metal substrate using the pro-
cesses defined in the co-assigned U.S. Pat. No. 7,697,137 (the
contents of which are incorporated by reference herein).
Finally, the disk 302 would be driven by a simple motor 306
(actuator 306) and no speed control or angular position device
is required. However, the axial position of the disk 302 needs
to be nominally controlled and positioned to be within the
depth of focus of the fore optic(s) 106.

Referring to FIGS. 4A-4B, there several diagrams illustrat-
ing the hyperspectral imaging system 100c¢ in which the scan-
nable slit mechanism 108 is a drum 402 with a at least one
straight slit 404 (several straight slits 404a, 4045, 404¢, 4044
and 404e can be seen in this example) in a surface 406 thereof
and a fold mirror 408 located therein, and an actuator 410 that
rotates the drum 402 about axis 412 in accordance with a third
embodiment of the present invention (note: FIGS. 4A-4B
have a portion of the surface 406 cut-away so one can see the
fold mirror 404 located within an interior of the drum 402).
The hyperspectral imaging system 100c includes at least one
optic 106, the rotatable drum 402, the actuator 410, the spec-
trometer 110 (which includes at least an dispersion device
116), the two-dimensional image sensor 112, the controller
114, and the housing 118 (not shown). It should be appreci-
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ated that the optic(s) 106, the drum 402, the spectrometer 110
(dispersion 116), and the two-dimensional image sensor 112
would be positioned with respect to one another such that the
light rays would be properly directed from one component to
another component. As such, the rotating drum 402 would
have an opening 414 on one side 416 thereof which the light
1154 from the optic(s) 106 passes and is reflected by the fold
mirror 408 to form an image 107 of the remote object 104 on
an inner portion 418 of the surface 406. The inner portion 418
of the surface 406 would be positioned at an image plane of
the optic(s) 106 (see exploded view 420 in FIGS. 4A and 4B).

As shown in FIGS. 4A-4B, there is an example where the
hyperspectral imaging system 100c¢ is configured such that
the rotating drum 402 has one straight slit 404« in one posi-
tion “p1” at a first time “t1” (see FIG. 4A) and then rotating
drum 402 has the straight slit 404a in position “p2” at a
second time “t2” (see FIG. 4B). In FIG. 4A, the hyperspectral
imaging system 100c¢ is positioned at the first time “t1” such
that the optic(s) 106 receives light 115a associated with the
remote object 104 and directs focused light 1155 which rep-
resents an image 107 of the remote object 104 through the
opening 414 on one side 416 of the rotating drum 402 to the
fold mirror 408 which reflects the focused light 1155 to form
an image 107 of the remote object 104 on the inner portion
418 of the surface 406 (see exploded view 420) inside the
rotating drum 402. In particular, the controller 114 would
have interacted with the actuator 410 to rotate the drum 402
on the axis 412 such that the first straight slit 404 is in
position “p1” at the first time “t1”. At time “t1”, the first
straight slit 404a is positioned at or near an image plane of the
optic(s) 106 so as to pass a first line of light 115¢ associated
with the image 107 to the spectrometer 110 which is received
by the dispersion element 116 by way of, for example, the first
mirror 122 (see FIG. 1). Again, the spectrometer 110 can be
any well known spectrometer 110 which has a dispersion
device 116 (e.g., prism 116, diftraction grating 116). The
dispersion device 116 generates dispersed light 115¢ which is
received by the two-dimensional image sensor 112 by way of,
for example, the second mirror 124 (see FIG. 1). The two-
dimensional image sensor 112 generates a two-dimensional
image 117a which includes one axis 410a representing the
spatial information of the dispersed light 115¢ (e.g., the zero
order image of a diffracted light 115¢—if the diffraction
grating 116 is used) and another axis 4105 representing the
spectral information of the dispersed light 115¢ (e.g., non-
zero order images of the diffracted light 115e—if the diffrac-
tion grating 116 is used). The controller 114 receives and
stores the two-dimensional image 1174 and then interacts
with the actuator 410 to rotate the drum 402 such that the first
straight slit 404q is in position “p2” at time “t2” to pass a
different line of light 115¢g associated with the image 107
from the remote object 104 to the spectrometer 110 as dis-
cussed next.

In FIG. 4B, the hyperspectral imaging system 100c¢ is
shown configured at the second time “t2” where the controller
114 interacted with the actuator 410 to rotate the drum 402
such that the first straight slit 404q is in position “p2” at time
“t2” s0 as to pass a second line of light 115¢g associated with
the image 107 of the remote object 104 into the spectrometer
110 which is received by the dispersion device 116 by way of,
for example, the first mirror 122 (FIG. 1). As can be seen, the
first line of light 115¢ is contiguous or substantially contigu-
ous with the second line of light 115g associated with the
image 107 of the remote object 104. The dispersion device
116 generates dispersed light 115/ which is received by the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 by way of, for example,
the second mirror 124 (FIG. 1). The two-dimensional image
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sensor 112 generates a two-dimensional image 1176 which
includes one axis 410a representing the spatial information of
the dispersed light 115/ (e.g., the zero order image of a dif-
fracted light 115;—if the diffraction grating 116 is used) and
another axis 4105 representing the spectral information of the
dispersed light 115i (e.g., non-zero order images of the dif-
fracted light 115;—if the diffraction grating 116 is used). The
controller 114 receives and stores the two-dimensional image
1175. Thereafter, the controller 114 interacts with actuator
410 to rotate the drum 402 at different times “t3”, “t4”. .. “tn”
so that the first straight slit 404a sequentially has positions
“p3”, “pd” . .. “pn” while at times “t3”, “t4” . . . “tn” the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 is activated to obtain dif-
ferent two-dimensional images 117¢, 1174 . . . 117x if the
different dispersed lines of light of the remote object 104. The
controller 114 combines the two-dimensional images 117a,
1175,117¢ . . . 117n to provide the hyperspectral image 102a
of'the entire image 107 associated with an area of the remote
object 104. In this example, each two-dimensional image
117a, 1175, 117¢ . . . 117 corresponds to a different dis-
persed line of light 115¢, 115/ etc. . . . and the dispersed lines
of light 115¢, 115/ etc. . . . are contiguous with one another
such than when their respective spectral images are combined
the resulting combination forms the hyperspectral image
102a which represents the image 107 of the area of the remote
object 104.

The same process which is used to obtain the hyperspectral
image 102q of the area of the remote object 104 using the first
straight slit 404a would be repeated to obtain a hyperspectral
image 1024 of the area of the remote object 104 using the
second straight slit 4045 and then repeated to obtain a hyper-
spectral image 102¢ of the area of the remote object 104 using
the third straight slit 404¢ and so on. Hence, the drum 402
having “x” number of straight slits 404 enables “x” number of
hyperspectral images 102 of the same image 107 of the area of
the remote object 104 to be obtained per a single 360° rotation
of the drum 402. The controller 114 can obtain the two-
dimensional images 117a, 1175, 117¢ . . . 117n at any desired
data rate but typically it might be after the respective straight
slit 404a, 4045, 404¢ and 4044 has been rotated enough so
that it’s image (respective line of light from the image 107) on
the two-dimensional image sensor 112 has moved laterally by
one pixel.

In this example, the length of each of the straight slits 402a,
3025, 302¢ and 4024 would be equal to or larger than a width
211 of the image 107 of the remote object 104. And, the
widths of the straight slits 402a, 40256, 402¢ and 4024 would
dictate how many positions “p1”, “p2”, “p3” ... “pn” and
times “t17, “t2”, “13” . . . “tn” each straight slit 402a, 4025,
402¢ and 4024 would have to be moved by rotating the drum
402 in order to account for the entire height 213 of the image
107 of the remote object 104. In other words, the widths of the
straight slits 402a, 4025, 402¢ and 4024 would dictate how
many positions “p1”, “p2”, “p3”...“pn” and times “t1”, “12”,
“3” . .. “tn” each straight slit 402a, 4025, 402¢ and 4024
would have to be moved by rotating the drum 402 to enable all
the contiguous lines of light 115¢, 115g etc. . . . to pass there
through such that when all the lines of lights 115c¢,
115g etc. . . . are combined then they would encompass the
entire image 107. It should also be appreciated that any num-
ber of straight slits 404 (only four shown) could be formed on
the drum 402 and that the straight slits 404 can have the same
or different widths and lengths.

In the aforementioned example, the straight slits 404a,
4045, 404¢ and 4044 are separated from one another far
enough such that the image 107 of the remote object 104 is
located in only one of the straight slits 404a, 4045, 404¢ and
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404d at any given time. In other words, the image 107 could
be entirely located in space between the straight slits 404a and
4045, or between the straight slits 4045 and 404¢, or between
the straight slits 404¢ and 404d etc. . . . In this regard, the 2D
image 107 formed by the fore optic(s) 106 lies on the inner
portion 418 of the drum 402 and for each angular position of
the drum 404 the respective straight slit 404a (for example)
only “passes” one line of the image 107 to the spectrometer
110. Based on the outer-diameter of the drum 402 and the size
of the 2D image 107 to be scanned, the straight slits 404a,
4045, 404¢ and 4044 will be angularly spaced from one
another, such that when one straight slit 404 (for example)
leaves the 2D field of view of the optic(s) 106 then the next
straight slit 4045 (for example) is just entering the 2D field of
view of the image 107. This results in 100% scan efficiency.
In this situation, as the straight slit 404a (for example)
traverses the focal plane of the optic(s) 106, it also moves in
and out of focus. To address this problem, the drum 402 would
ideally be large enough such that the straight slit 404a (for
example) remains within the depth of focus of the optic(s)
106.

Alternatively, the straight slits 404a, 4045, 404¢ and 4044
can be positioned with respect to one another such that any
two ofthe straight slits 404a and 4045 (for example) at a given
time can each have a portion which simultaneously passes a
different line of light from the image 107 of the remote object
104 into the spectrometer 110. In this case, the controller 114
upon receiving the two-dimensional image from the two-
dimensional image sensor 112 would process the two-dimen-
sional image to separate the two-dimensional image associ-
ated with first straight slit 404a from the two-dimensional
image associated with second straight slit 40454. Then, the
controller 114 would later combine the various two-dimen-
sional images associated with only the first straight slit 404a
to form the hyperspectral image 102a and then combine the
various two-dimensional images associated only the second
straight slit 4045 to form the hyperspectral image 1025.

Referring to FIG. 4C, there is a flowchart illustrating the
steps of an exemplary method 400C for using the hyperspec-
tral imaging system 100c¢ to provide the hyperspectral image
102 of the two-dimensional area 107 of the remote object 104
in accordance with the third embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The method comprises the steps of: (a) providing the
hyperspectral imaging system 100c¢ which includes the
optic(s) 106, the rotatable drum 402 (which has a at least one
straight slit 404 on a surface 406 thereof and a fold mirror 408
located therein), the actuator 410, the spectrometer 110
(which includes at least an dispersion device 116), the two-
dimensional image sensor 112, and the controller 114 (step
402C); (b) positioning the optic(s) 106 to receive light 1154
associated with the remote object 104 (step 404C); (c) posi-
tioning the drum 402 so that an opening 414 on one side 416
thereof is positioned to receive the light 1155 from the
optic(s) 106 and the fold mirror 408 is positioned to reflect the
light 1155 received from the optic(s) 106 towards the inner
portion 418 of the surface 406, and where inner portion 418 of
the surface 406 is positioned at an image plane of the optic(s)
106 (step 406C); (d) controlling the actuator 410 such that the
drum 402 is rotated so a slit 404 is positioned to allow a first
line of light 115¢ associated with the remote object 104 to
pass there through to the spectrometer 110 comprising at least
the dispersion device 116 configured to receive the first line of
light 115¢ and output a first dispersed line of light 115e to the
two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 408C); (e) obtaining
a two dimensional image 117a of the first dispersed line of
light 115¢g from the two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step
410C); (f) controlling the actuator 410 such that the drum 402
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is rotated so the slit 404 is positioned to allow a second line of
light 115g associated with the remote object 104 to pass there
through to the spectrometer 110 comprising at least the dis-
persion device 116 configured to receive the second line of
light 115g and output a second dispersed line of light 155/ to
the two-dimensional image sensor 112 (step 412C); (g)
obtaining a two dimensional image 1175 of the second dis-
persed line of light 115/ from the two-dimensional image
sensor 112 (step 414C); and (h) repeatedly controlling the
actuator 410 such that the drum 402 is rotated so the slit 404
is positioned to allow different lines of light associated with
the light of the remote object 104 to pass there through while
repeatedly obtaining two dimensional images 117¢, 1174 . . .
117n of the different dispersed lines of light from the two-
dimensional image sensor 112 and combining the first and
second two dimensional images 117a and 1175 and the dif-
ferent two dimensional images 117¢,1174 .. . 117dto provide
the hyperspectral image 102 of the two-dimensional area 107
of the remote object 104 (step 416C). In one example, the
controller 114 can control the actuator 410 to rotate the drum
402 at a continuous constant speed while obtaining the first
and second two dimensional images 117a and 1175 and the
different two dimensional images 117¢, 1174 . . . 117x. In the
above example, the controller 114 may include a processor
115 that interfaces with a memory 117 which stores proces-
sor-executable instructions to execute those processor-ex-
ecutable instructions to perform steps 404C, 406C, 408C,
410C, 412C, 414C and 416C.

Although multiple embodiments of the present invention
have been illustrated in the accompanying Drawings and
described in the foregoing Detailed Description, it should be
understood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
embodiments, but is capable of numerous rearrangements,
modifications and substitutions without departing from the
invention as set forth and defined by the following claims. It
should also be noted that the reference to the “present inven-
tion” or “invention” used herein relates to exemplary embodi-
ments and not necessarily to every embodiment that is
encompassed by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A hyperspectral imaging system for providing a hyper-
spectral image of a two-dimensional area of a remote object,
the hyperspectral imaging system comprising:

at least one optic configured to receive light associated with
the remote object;

a disk with a spiral slit formed therein, where the disk
comprises a surface configured to receive the light from
the at least one optic, and where the surface is further
positioned at an image plane of the at least one optic;

an actuator that rotates the disk;

a controller configured to control the actuator such that the
disk is rotated so a first portion of the spiral slit is posi-
tioned to allow a first line of light associated with the
remote object to pass there through;

a spectrometer comprising at least a dispersion device con-
figured to receive the first line of light and output a first
dispersed line of light;

a two-dimensional image sensor configured to receive the
first dispersed line of light and provide a first two dimen-
sional image of the first dispersed line of light;

the controller configured to obtain the first two dimen-
sional image and to control the actuator such that the
disk is rotated so a second portion of the spiral slit is
positioned to allow a second line of light associated with
the remote object to pass there through;
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the spectrometer comprising at least the dispersion device
configured to receive the second line of light and output
a second dispersed line of light;

the two-dimensional image sensor configured to receive
the second dispersed line of light and provide a second
two dimensional image of the second dispersed line of
light; and

the controller configured to obtain the second two dimen-

sional image.

2. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the controller repeatedly controls the actuator such that the
diskis rotated so different portions of spiral slit are positioned
to allow different lines of light associated with the light of the
remote object to pass there through while repeatedly obtain-
ing two dimensional images of the different dispersed lines of
light from the two-dimensional image sensor and combining
the first and second two dimensional images and the different
two dimensional images to provide the hyperspectral image
of the two-dimensional area of the remote object.

3. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the controller controls the actuator to rotate the disk at a
constant speed while obtaining the first and second two
dimensional images and the different two dimensional
images.

4. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the dispersion device is a diffraction grating.

5. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the dispersion device is a prism.

6. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the spiral slit is located on an interior portion of the disk.

7. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the disk has a plurality of spiral slits formed therein.

8. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the first line of light is associated with a first portion of the
light associated with the remote object and the second line of
light is associated with a second portion of the light associated
with the remote object and where the first portion of the light
associated with the remote object is contiguous with the sec-
ond portion of the light associated with the remote object.

9. A method for providing a hyperspectral image of a
two-dimensional area of a remote object, the method com-
prising the steps of:

providing a hyperspectral imaging system comprising:

at least one optic;

a disk with a spiral slit formed therein;
an actuator that rotates the disk;

a controller;

a spectrometer; and

a two-dimensional image sensor;

positioning the at least one optic to receive light associated

with the remote object;

controlling the actuator such that the disk is rotated so a

first portion of the spiral slit is positioned to allow a first
line of light associated with the remote object to pass
there through to the spectrometer comprising at least a
dispersion device configured to receive the first line of
light and output a first dispersed line of light to the
two-dimensional image sensor;

obtaining a first two dimensional image of the first dis-

persed line of light from the two-dimensional image
sensor;

controlling the actuator such that the disk is rotated so a

second portion of the spiral slit is positioned to allow a
second line of light associated with the remote object to
pass there through to the spectrometer comprising at
least the dispersion device configured to receive the
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second line of light and output a second dispersed line of
light to the two-dimensional image sensor; and

obtaining a second two dimensional image of the second
dispersed line of light from the two-dimensional image
sensor.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising steps of
repeatedly controlling the actuator such that the disk is
rotated so different portions of spiral slit are positioned to
allow different lines of light associated with the light of the
remote object to pass there through while repeatedly obtain-
ing two dimensional images of the different dispersed lines of
light from the two-dimensional image sensor and combining
the first and second two dimensional images and the different
two dimensional images to provide the hyperspectral image
of the two-dimensional area of the remote object.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the actuator is con-
trolled to rotate the disk at a constant speed while obtaining
the first and second two dimensional images and the different
two dimensional images.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the dispersion device is
a diffraction grating.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the dispersion device is
a prism.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the spiral slit is located
on an interior portion of the disk.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the disk has a plurality
of spiral slits formed therein.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the first line of light is
associated with a first portion of the light associated with the
remote object and the second line of light is associated with a
second portion of the light associated with the remote object
and wherein the first portion of the light associated with the
remote object is contiguous with the second portion of the
light associated with the remote object.

17. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the spiral slit has one end which is located a first predeter-
mined distance from an edge of the disk and an opposite end
which is located a second predetermined distance from the
edge of the disk, wherein the first predetermined distance is
shorter than the second predetermined distance.

18. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 17, wherein
the first predetermined distance and the second predeter-
mined distance has a difference there between which is equal
to or larger than a width of an image of the remote object on
the disk.

19. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 2, wherein:

a height of each of the different portions of the spiral slit is

equal to or larger than a height of an image of the remote
object on the disk; and

a combined width of each of the different portions of the

spiral slit is equal to or larger than a width of the image
of the remote object on the disk.

20. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 7, wherein
each one of the spiral slits are separated from one another on
the disk such that an image ofthe remote object on the disk is
located in only one of the spiral slits at any given time.

21. The hyperspectral imaging system of claim 7, wherein:

each one of the spiral slits are separated from one another

on the disk such that at a given time any two of the spiral
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slits each have a portion which simultaneously passes a
different line of light associated with the remote object
to the spectrometer; and

the controller further configured to (1) obtain a correspond-
ing two dimensional image from the two-dimensional
image sensor for the two different lines of light associ-
ated with the remote object, (2) separate the obtained
two dimensional image into a two dimensional image
associated with a first of the two spiral slits and into
another two dimensional image associated with a second
of the two spiral slits, and (3) combine various two
dimensional images associated only with the first spiral
slit to form a first hyperspectral image of the two-dimen-
sional area of the remote object and combine various two
dimensional images associated only with the second
spiral slit to form a second hyperspectral image of the
two-dimensional area of the remote object.

22. The method of claim 9, wherein the spiral slit has one
end which is located a first predetermined distance from an
edge of the disk and an opposite end which is located a second
predetermined distance from the edge of the disk, wherein the
first predetermined distance is shorter than the second prede-
termined distance.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the first predeter-
mined distance and the second predetermined distance has a
difference there between which is equal to or larger than a
width of an image of the remote object on the disk.

24. The method of claim 10, wherein:

a height of each of the different portions of the spiral slit is
equal to or larger than a height of an image of the remote
object on the disk; and

a combined width of each of the different portions of the
spiral slit is equal to or larger than a width of the image
of the remote object on the disk.

25. The method of claim 15, wherein each one of the spiral
slits are separated from one another on the disk such that an
image of the remote object on the disk is located in only one
of the spiral slits at any given time.

26. The method of claim 15, wherein:

each one of the spiral slits are separated from one another
on the disk such that at a given time any two of the spiral
slits each have a portion which simultaneously passes a
different line of light associated with the remote object
to the spectrometer; and

the controller further configured to (1) obtain a correspond-
ing two dimensional image from the two-dimensional
image sensor for the two different lines of light associ-
ated with the remote object, (2) separate the obtained
two dimensional image into a two dimensional image
associated with a first of the two spiral slits and into
another two dimensional image associated with a second
of the two spiral slits, and (3) combine various two
dimensional images associated only with the first spiral
slit to form a first hyperspectral image of the two-dimen-
sional area of the remote object and combine various two
dimensional images associated only with the second
spiral slit to form a second hyperspectral image of the
two-dimensional area of the remote object.
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